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Where we are now

Archon users since 2011
Brought together many of our holdings
Still a patchwork of systems
● CONTENTdm
● ArcaSearch
Feeling the pinch



Archival Discovery And Management (ADAM) 
Task Force

2010-2011
Evaluated 
● Archon
● Cuadra’s Star Knowledge Center
● Eloquent Systems
● ICA-AtoM
● Collective Access
● Proficio
● PTFS



Criteria - customizable



Criteria for Selection - online



Criteria for Selection - ease of use



Balance of control and flexibility

50,000 records
● 20 different FileMaker 

inventories
● 47 finding aids in Word
● Numerous schemas
● Unstructured data
● Inconsistent data







...











When times are good, they’re really good

Flexibility
Custom built tools work well
Minutes to learn, a lifetime to master.
Google-able
   

 
 



But when times are bad...
Several problems with Archon.
● Full text searching.
● Bugs

○ Authority files for creators and subjects.
○ Searching across multiple user defined fields.

● Lack of reporting options
● Slow loading.
● Customization not part of core code.

○ Especially handling of digital content



Searching multiple custom fields



Time to go our separate ways?

● Fix Archon
○ Paid contracted programmer

● Move to a new system
● Either way new task force in summer or fall

 



Some priorities

User experience
Web based
Customizable
Discoverable through other means
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